From: Aimee Carrillo Rowe
Subject: Pat Washington's tenure 
Dear members of the SDSU faculty and administration:

The word is out within the national feminist community about the denial of Patricia Washington's tenure and, I must say, it does not reflect well on your institution.  Considering that the Women's Studies Department at SDSU prides itself on being the oldest in the country, I would expect a more reflexive kind of feminist praxis from its faculty and administration.  As an Assistant Professor of Rhetoric at the University of Iowa and a member of the Women of Color Caucus of the National Women's Studies Association, I find it deeply unsettling that a woman who so many folks consider to be a leader in the community could be seen as anything other than a valuable asset to the institution in which she is housed.  I would like to share with you the influence, both personally and academically, that Pat Washington has had on my life and my scholarship in an effort to provide a sense of the significance of what is at stake in this tenure case.

I came to NWSA at the New Mexico convention as a graduate student.  I was intimidated by all the smart women, unsure of my place in this world of academic feminism.  Pat Washington was hosting a party that evening.  She greeted my friends and me with a wide smile and a hug, her warmth radiating throughout the whole room, making us feel welcome and like there was a place we could call 'home' in this organization.  I have attended each of the ensuing NWSA annual conventions since that time--presenting my work, attending the panels that Dr. Washington and others organize, and participating in the Women of Color Caucus meetings.  I honestly can say that in the absence of Pat Washington's presence within this organization, I do not know that my entry would have been possible, or at least it would have been much more of a struggle.  Professor Washington struggles to create viable and welcoming spaces for a wide range of scholars and activists to follow in her footsteps.  Washington continues to actively create possibilities for disadvantaged students, academics, and activists to gain access to NWSA.  She truly is the most visible agent of democratizing this organization.  This contribution must be considered by your institution.  It deeply saddens and disturbs me that this woman who is a leader and a shining star in our field could be turned down for tenure, or worse, terminated.

The second point I would like to address is the importance of Dr. Washington's scholarship.  The specificity of her research and theorization of the issues that face women of color in the academy, alliances between white women and women of color, and the multiracial struggle to democratize academic institutions addresses the central issues that constitute 'feminism' within this contemporary historical juncture.  Washington's work has been vital to my own work on multiracial feminist alliances in the academy.  I attribute much of my own success in securing employment, in finding my 
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scholarly voice, and in being heard within my own discipline of Communication Studies, as well as in Women's Studies, to the honesty and insights that I find in Washington's work.  Her scholarship is making a significant contribution to the field of Women's Studies and through my own work, and that of other women engaging with the issues that she raises in a multiplicity of disciplines, Washington's scholarship is travelling and gaining recognition far beyond the field of Women's Studies.  This recognition reflects well upon your institution.  If her voice can be heard, even as she challenges some of the practices at SDSU and beyond, it demonstrates a University that has enough confidence to handle criticism.  It demonstrates democracy at work.  I hope that you all have considered the ramifications for your actions at this juncture.  In my sense, the reputation of your institution is at stake here.  SDSU should sit back and reflect upon its choices here; SDSU should stand up and embrace the democratic process.

Thank you for considering my voice as one of many who stand squarely in Pat Washington's corner.  She has stood in my corner, and many like me.  Now I stand with her and ask, humbly, that you value democracy as you evaluate Pat Washington's tenure case.  Sincerely,

Aimee M. Carrillo Rowe
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